Title: How to plan and conduct sound randomized controlled trials

Target Audience: All health professionals who design neonatal randomized controlled
trials (RCTs) and those who help conduct such trials, by enrolling study participants or
by caring for study participants in the neonatal intensive care unit.

Objectives:
- To evaluate the quality of a research question for a neonatal RCT

- To determine when enough evidence has accumulated to guide the management of a
specific neonatal diagnosis

- To identify and pre-empt common risks of trial failure

- To distinguish between the strengths and limitations of Bayesian and frequentist
analyses of RCTs

Leaders: Barbara Schmidt, MD, MSc, and Haresh Kirpalani, BM, MSc.
Content:

There will be 4 sessions lasting 30 minutes each with lots of opportunity for questions
and discussion:

1. How to ask the “right” research question

2. When to stop replication of RCTs

3. How to reduce the risks of trial failure

4. Bayesian or frequentist analysis: What is the difference, and does it matter?



